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SUBJECT: ERITREA: VIEWS OF TANZANIAN PERM REP 

1 . DURING A MEETING WITH MINISTER-COUNSELOR PETREE AND 
MISOPP ON MAY 23 TO DISCUSS OTHER MATTERS (SEPTELS), 

TANZANIAN PERM REP SALIM DISCUSSED HIS VIEWS ON ERITREA 
AT SOME LENGTH. HE SAID HE BELIEVES THAT A SOLUTION IS 
STILL POSSIBLE BUT WILL BE DIPPICULT BECAUSE OF THE 
STRONGLY HELD VIEWS AND STUBBORNESS OP BOTH THE ETHIOPIANS 
AND THE ERITREANS. ACKNOWLEDGING THE VALIDITY OP SOME 
ERITREAN CLAIMS, HE NOTED THAT NO MILITARY SOLUTION IS 
POSSIBLE SINCE THE ONLY MILITARY SOLUTION WOULD BE THE 
DESTRUCTION OP ERITREA. INDEPENDENCE IS NOT A POSSIBLE 
SOLUTION EITHER SINCE THE ETHIOPIANS WILL EIGHT TO THE 

LAST MAN AGAINST ERITREAN INDEPENDENCE. 

2. NOTING THAT AT ONE TIME HE PELT THAT ETHIOPIA WAS 
PREPARED FOR A POLITICAL SOLUTION, SALIM SAID HE DID NOT 
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THINK THAT IS THE CASE NOW AS THE ETHIOPIANS ARE UNDER 
THE SPELL OF "THE ARROGANCE OP VICTORY." NEVERTHELESS, 

SALIM WAS OPTIMISTIC THAT INPORMAL, BEHIND THE SCENES 
DISCUSSIONS ON ERITREA AT THE UPCOMING KHARTOUM MEETING 
COULD BE PRODUCTIVE. 

3. SALIM SAID HE THOUGHT THE CARTER ADMINISTRATION HAD 
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DONE "FAIRLY WELL" IN ITS RELATIONS WITH ALRICA, AND 
THAT IT WOULD BE A "TRAGEDY" IF THE US NOW BEGAN TO VIEW 
AERICA THROUGH "EUROPEAN" EYES. AN IDEALOGICAL PER- 
SPECTIVE, HE SAID, OBSCURES THE REALITY OE THE SITUA- 
TION. 

4. IN RESPONSE TO PETREL'S QUERY ABOUT WHAT WE MIGHT DO 
TO BE HELPEUL AT KHARTOUM REGARDING ERITREA, SALIM 
SUGGESTED THAT WE TALK TO THE SAUDIS AND TO EGYPT. THE 
GOT, HE SAID, HAS TALKED TO ETHIOPIA AND CUBA. CUBA, HE 
SAID, IS NOT SEEKING A MILITARY SOLUTION TO THE ERITREAN 
PROBLEM. SALIM ADDED, IN EARLIER TALKS WITH EGYPT IT 
HAD APPEARED THAT THE EGYPTIAN POSITION WAS IDENTICAL TO 
THAT OE TANZANIA (THAT IS, EAVORING A POLITICAL SOLUTION 
SHORT OF INDEPENDENCE). COMMENT: IN COMPARISON WITH 
SALIM'S EVIDENT LACK OE INTEREST IN THE RECENTLY CON- 
CLUDED NON-ALIGNED MEETING IN HAVANA (SEPTEL), HIS 
LENGTHY DISCOURSE ON ERITREA REELECTED BOTH PERSONAL AND 
EXPLICIT OFEICIAL INTEREST. YOUNG 
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